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M I S S I O N    S T A T E M E N T

The mission of the Legal Association of Women (L.A.W.) is to provide a 

voice for women's issues within the law school and beyond.

L.A.W.'s internal objectives highlight women's education concerns, aid in career 

preparation, and encourage a diverse peer support system.

External objectives encompass collaboration with university administration 

and other student associations, promotion of networking between students 

and the legal professional community,  and participation in various 

programs in surrounding communities that champion women's issues. 

L.A.W. membership is open to all law students. 

P R E A M B L E

The Legal Association of Women (LAW) is the University of Massachusetts School of Law’s first organization formed to focus on women in the legal profession. 

The purpose of LAW is to foster equality between men and women within the UMASS Law community as well as the community at large through political activism, education, and the sponsorship of events that serve to promote diversity and gender equality. 

We continue to bring speakers to the law school to discuss timely issues 

concerning women in the law. 

We encourage all students and alumni to attend our meetings and to join our organization, including both female and male students from the day and evening programs, and all alumni of SNESL/UMASS Dartmouth. 

C O N S T I T U T I O N 

Article I – Name

The name of this organization shall be the Legal Association of Women (hereinafter referred to as “L.A.W.”) at the University of Massachusetts School of Law ~ Dartmouth.

Article II – Authority & Governance

Section 1

L.A.W. derives its authority from the law student members.

Section 2

In the exercise of its powers, L.A.W. shall not discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, age, sex, religion, sexual orientation, veteran status, economic status, or handicap. 

Section 3

This Constitution supersedes any earlier Constitution of L.A.W. 

Section 4

All official editions of this Constitution shall bear a current revision date on the title page, which shall coincide with the most recent date of ratification by L.A.W. 

Article III – Membership

Section 1

Any law school student of the University of Massachusetts School of Law ~ Dartmouth who is registered as a candidate for the Juris Doctorate Degree, or any alumni of the University of Massachusetts School of Law ~ Dartmouth or The Southern New England School of Law (SNESL) is eligible for membership.

Section 2

Active Membership consists of those who attend  at least one-third of the General Body meetings held by the Officers of L.A.W. during the academic year. 

A quorum for any meeting of L.A.W. or any L.A.W. Committee shall consist of at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the members of such group. At the beginning of any meeting the Secretary or the Committee Chairperson(s) shall determine if a quorum exists and explicitly designate its existence if the requirements have been met. Once designated, the quorum cannot be defeated by the departure of one or more members. If one or more members do depart before the presiding officer has officially adjourned the meeting, the remaining members may continue to conduct business and make binding decisions by voting in accordance with the requirements set out in Article III, Section 4.

Section 3

Inactive Membership consists of those who miss more than two-thirds of the General Body meetings held by the Officers of L.A.W. during the academic year.

Section 4

All members shall have voting rights at all meetings of LA.W. The L.A.W. President, however, may only vote in the case of a tie. Unless otherwise specified in this Constitution, all decisions of L.A.W. or any L.A.W. committee shall be by majority vote. 

Each member of the Board or the committee who is present at the meeting is entitled to one vote, and no votes may be cast by or for anyone not present at the meeting at the time of the vote. The presiding officer at any meeting is not entitled to a vote unless the vote of the other members results in a tie, in which instance the vote of the presiding officer shall determine the outcome.

Section 5

Members are responsible for attending all their assigned committee meetings and all L.A.W. meetings. Correspondence amongst the committee shall be at the discretion of the chairperson of said committee. Any member of L.A.W. who fails to perform his or her duties for three meetings during a semester shall be removed from office. A motion for removal must pass by a two-thirds majority of the Membership, per Article IV, Section 10. 

Section 6

L.A.W. follows Robert’s Rules of Order when conducting L.A.W. meetings. The most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order is the procedural law of L.A.W.  As such, all members should also be well versed in Robert’s Rules of Order and conduct all meetings accordingly. 

Section 7

Each member is responsible for maintaining his/her current contact information and providing said information to the Secretary. 

Article IV – Officers

Section 1

The Executive Board shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. A General Board may be created by the organization as the membership deems appropriate.

Section 2

Officers must be Active, defined above in Article III, Section 2, and in Good Academic Standing as defined by the University of Massachusetts School of Law ~ Dartmouth in order to hold an office for the upcoming academic year.

Section 3

The Officers shall have the collective power to administer any and all programs, business projects, and matters pertaining to or concerning L.A.W.  The Officers shall also have the collective power to interpret the Constitution and Bylaws.

The Officers shall have the collective power to create such staff positions and Committees necessary to carry out the business of LA.W.  Subject to approval by the Officers, staff persons and Committee chairpersons shall be appointed by the President from the active membership.

Section 4

The President shall run all meetings and represent L.A.W. in dealings with parties outside of L.A.W.  The President shall be responsible for an agenda of events for each semester, shall chair all meetings, call both Officer and General Body meetings, and shall appoint Members to Committees.

Section 5

The Vice President must be familiar with all the responsibilities of the President and must be ready to preside when called upon. The Vice President shall act as liaison between the executive board and the general student body. At all times the Vice President should work in close cooperation with the President.

The specific duties of the Vice President are to assist the President and preside for the President at meetings when the President is absent.  The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President if the office becomes unoccupied, shall head the Membership Committee, and shall post meeting notices.
Section 6

The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping the minutes of the association's meetings as well as making records of all guest speakers.  The Secretary will be responsible for taking and keeping an accurate record of attendance at all L.A.W. Meetings, and for distributing meeting minutes to all L.A.W. members.  The Secretary shall be responsible for communication between the Members of L.A.W. and its Officers, as well as controlling all L.A.W. materials on reserve in the library and maintaining the L.A.W. Bulletin Board.

Section 7

The Treasurer is responsible for maintaining control of the budget.  The Treasurer is also responsible for submitting a budget to the Student Bar Association (SBA) at the beginning of the academic year.  Any expenditure by L.A.W. must be approved by the Officers of L.A.W.

Section 8

The terms of office shall be one calendar year, which shall begin at the end of the previous academic year.

Section 9

In the event of a vacancy in the office of either the President or Vice President, the duties, powers, and responsibilities of either President or Vice President shall be assumed immediately by the next Officer in the line of succession (i.e., the following order: President, Vice president, Secretary, Treasurer).

In the event of a vacancy in any position of the executive board, notice of the vacancy shall be given to the Active Members who shall elect to fill the vacancy by majority vote at a meeting to be held within ten days after such notice has been given. Should a meeting not be able to be held, then the vacancy shall be filled appropriately by the executive board.

A vacancy for the purposes of this section is defined as any empty position caused by 1) a Member being unable to hold office because of being placed on academic probation/supervision, 2) a member who is no longer enrolled at the University of Massachusetts School of Law ~ Dartmouth, 3) a member, although enrolled, is not physically available on campus, or 4) resigns from position.

Article V – Elections and Voting

Section 1

Only Members who are considered Active, as defined above in Article III, Section 2, will be entitled to vote in any election.

Section 2

Elections will take place at the last general body meeting of the academic year.

At the last general body meeting of the academic year, nominations will also be taken from the floor for all positions.

Section 3

Any disputes concerning election procedures or alleged violations shall be directed to the Election Committee which will investigate the situation and make a detailed written recommendation to the Policy Committee within two days from the date of the complaint. The Policy Committee shall vote on the issue within two days, and the decision of the Policy Committee shall be final.

Section 4

The members-elect shall take office upon oath and acceptance of their seat at the first meeting of the new L.A.W. 

Section 5

Vacancies shall be adequately advertised. The adequacy of the advertising shall be determined by the Chairperson of the Election Committee. 

Section 6

In case of a tie vote the President shall appoint the new Executive Board member. 

Internal elections must take place no sooner than one week and no later than four weeks after the vacancy is formed. 

Section 7

Each member shall, upon acceptance of his or her position, serve until the calling of the new L.A.W. (graduation day of the academic year) or subsequent termination. 

Section 8

All members of  L.A.W. shall take their respective office after the president elect has taken his or her oath of office. All members should facilitate a smooth and effective transition between old and new members. 

Article VI - Termination

Section 1

Upon submitting an official letter of resignation to the Executive Board, a member shall forfeit his or her seat, and any and all powers which were granted to him or her by this Constitution. 

Any member who ceases to be enrolled at the law school forfeits his or her seat as a member of L.A.W. 

Any member on the Executive Board who is placed on academic probation forfeits his or her seat as a member of  L.A.W.

Section 2

Any member of L.A.W. who fails to perform his or her duties for three meetings during a semester shall be removed from office. 

Section 3

A petition signed by twenty-five percent of a removed member’s constituency will be sufficient to reinstate a member as long as his or her seat has not been filled. 

Article VII – Committees

The Election Committee will consist of three Members of the Organization who volunteer for the position, or if necessary, they shall be appointed by the President. These Members will collect names two weeks prior to an upcoming election and create a slate to be presented to the General Body at the last general meeting of the year.

Members of the Election committee will not be able to vote in elections because they will cast the final decision in the event of a tie.

The Policy Committee shall be responsible for reviewing and revising the Constitution and By-Laws (if applicable) and for considering all ethical and judicial matters pertinent to L.A.W. 

The Public Relations Officer (or Vice President, if no other member has assumed the position)  will collect names during the beginning of the Fall Semester in order for there to be elections for a 1L Representative.

The President may appoint other Committees at her discretion.

Article VIII – General Meetings

Section 1

The Officers of L.A.W. will hold no fewer than six meetings each academic year.  Members who miss more than half of these meetings will be considered Inactive and will not be able to cast a vote on any decisions or elections of the organization.

Section 2

Notification of a General Body meeting will be given to all members approximately seven days prior to meetings. Notification by email is sufficient.

Article IX – Faculty Advisor

Section 1

L.A.W. shall have a Faculty Advisor who is a Professor at the University of Massachusetts School of Law ~ Dartmouth.

Section 2

The Faculty Advisor shall provide guidance to the Officers of L.A.W. as needed and relating to the activities and programs of L.A.W.

Article X – Amendments

Section 1

This Constitution may be amended at a General Body meeting of L.A.W. by a majority of the membership.

Section 2

An amendment may be proposed by any Active Member of L.A.W.

Article XI – Bylaws

Section 1

The Officers of L.A.W. may adopt a set of Bylaws subject to the approval of the majority of the Members.

Section 2

Adopted Bylaws shall not be inconsistent with this Constitution.
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